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  1 
The Village of Sutherland Board of Trustees held a Budget Hearing on September 25, 2 

2024, at 6:30 P.M. in the Village of Sutherland Meeting Room, located at 1200 First Street, 3 
Sutherland, Nebraska. Notice of this meeting was given by posting notice in four public places, 4 
the designated method by the Village Board of Trustees. The agenda for this meeting was kept 5 
continuously current and available for inspection at the Office of the Village Clerk. Trustee 6 
Members present upon roll call were Scott Meyer, Kimberly Backer, Felicia Patrick, and Derek 7 
Dempcy. Frank Fleecs was absent. Also present were Attorney Rory Roundtree, Village Clerk 8 
Bonnie Ralston, and Superintendent Casey Kendall. Guests present at this meeting were Gene 9 
Tacey, Linda Tacey, Milan Moore, Jim Dickerson, and Erica Bush. 10 

   11 
Chairman Meyer called for a roll call, recognized a quorum was present and called the 12 

Budget Hearing to order at 6:30 P.M. Meyer also gave notice of the Open Meetings Act poster on 13 
the west wall and of proper procedure for guests. 14 
  15 
  The 2024-2025 proposed budget statement was presented. Chairman Meyer asked Clerk 16 
Ralston to assist him in clarifying that the option chosen by the Board of Trustees was to not raise 17 
the mill levy any increase would come from the property valuations that had gone up. Ralston 18 
confirmed this was the choice made by the Board. Meyer asked if those in attendance had a budget 19 
packet to look over if they wanted one and then opened the floor to the public for comment. 20 
Discussion was held on the assessor being seen around the Village over the last week or so. Ralston 21 
also informed the Board that exempt properties would need looked at by the assessor’s office, 22 
Kendall would be contacted for that in the coming weeks. Meyer discussed the difference in 23 
assessed value from last year to this year, which was 12.16%. 24 
 With no questions or comments from the public at this time, Roundtree advised the Board 25 
they could keep the Budget Hearing open but return to the regular Board of Trustees meeting until 26 
such time that there was public comment on the budget. At 6:35 P.M. Meyer returned to the regular 27 
Board meeting.  28 
 At 6:49 P.M. Meyer recessed the regular Board of Trustees meeting and returned to the 29 
public Budget Hearing. Meyer asked again if there were any questions or comments on the 30 
proposed budget. Milan Moore was in attendance and asked the Board what each mill generated 31 
for revenue, and what the appraised total was. Backer stated that the tax rate was 0.432418 and 32 
that valuations had gone up approximately 12%. Discussion was held on the assessed valuation 33 
from the 2023-2024 fiscal year and the increase for the 2024-2025 fiscal year. Moore questioned 34 
if the Board was raising taxes. Meyer clarified that the Village had not increased their request and 35 
would only receive the approximately 11% from Lincoln County after property valuation had 36 
increased. Moore also asked about cash flow for the Village. Discussion was held in increased 37 
expenses for the coming year, such as insurance, interlocal agreements, etc. Moore stated that 38 
perhaps rates need to be raised to increase cash flow instead of raising tax requests. Backer clarified 39 
that as a Board they decided not to increase the request this year and agreed that some rates may 40 
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need increased. Discussion was held on how water and sewer rates are set. Meyer asked if there 41 
were and further questions or comments. There were none. 42 
 43 
 No action was taken.  44 
  45 

Motion Backer to adjourn the Budget Hearing. Second Dempcy. Voting yes: Meyer, 46 
Backer, Patrick, Dempcy. Absent and not voting: Fleecs. Voting no: none. Meyer adjourned the 47 
Budget Hearing at 7:00 P.M.  48 
   49 
 These minutes are set to be approved at the next Board of Trustees regular meeting on 50 
October 9, 2024. 51 
 52 
 53 
 54 
 55 
 56 
        Scott Meyer, Chairperson 57 
        Board of Trustees, Village of Sutherland 58 
 59 
 60 
 61 
  62 
 [Seal]       Bonnie Ralston, Village Clerk/Treasurer 63 
        Village of Sutherland 64 


